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                                            Inspirational Short 
                                    Christmas Story 

                                              Whether or not the following  
                                            inspirational short Christmas story 
                                        is true, it's a wonderfully inspiring  
                                   story for people of any faith. In this  
                                season of love, may we all remember the 
                              beautiful love of a small child. Have a 
meaningful and love-filled Christmas season and new year 
ahead. May your days be filled with love, joy, growth, and 
inspiration.  

    Once upon a time, there was a man who worked 

very hard just to keep food on the table for his family. 
This particular year a few days before Christmas, he 

punished his little five-year-old daughter after 
learning that she had used up the family's only roll of 

expensive red wrapping paper. As money was tight, 
he became even more upset when on Christmas Eve 

he saw that the child had used all of the expensive 
red paper to decorate one shoebox she had put under 

the Christmas tree. He also was concerned about 
where she had gotten money to buy what was in the 

shoebox. 

    Nevertheless, the next morning the little girl, filled 
with excitement, brought the gift box to her father 

and said, "This is for you, Daddy!" As he opened the 
box, the father was embarrassed by his earlier 

overreaction, now regretting how he had punished 
her. But when he opened the shoebox, he found it 

was empty and again his anger flared. "Don't you 
know, young lady," he said harshly, "when you give 

someone a present, there's supposed to be something 

inside the package!" 

    The little girl looked up at him with sad tears 
rolling from her eyes and whispered: "Daddy, it's not 

empty. I blew kisses into it until it was all full." The 
father was crushed. He fell on his knees and put his 

arms around his precious little girl. He begged her to 
forgive him for his unnecessary anger. An accident 

took the life of the child only a short time later. It is 
told that the father kept this little gold box by his bed 

for all the years of his life. Whenever he was 
discouraged or faced difficult problems, he would 

open the box, take out an imaginary kiss, and 
remember the love of this beautiful child who had put 

it there. 

    In a very real sense, each of us has been given an 

invisible red box filled with unconditional love and 
kisses from our children, family, friends and God. 

There is no more precious possession. 
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with Pastor D 

Elder’s Meeting (**group picture taken**)   10:30am 

Bible Study   12pm 

Mid-week Study   7pm 

Sabbath School/Divine Worship   9:45am 

Children’s Ministry Christmas Play   10:45am 

Bible Study   1:15pm 

Church Business Meeting   5pm 

Board Meeting   10:30am 

Bible Study   12pm 

Mid-week Study   7pm 

Sabbath School/Divine Worship   9:45am 

Family Christmas Service and Baptism 11am 

Community Service Food Pantry    2pm 

Sharon Church Office Closed 12/24 & 12/25 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Sabbath School/Divine Worship   9:45am 

New Church Leaders Consecration   11am 

Community Service Food Pantry   2pm 

Sharon Church Office Closed 12/31 & 1/1 

New Year’s Eve Party, Lloyd Center Double Tree Hotel   5pm 

    I walked into a 
store recently and 
heard the words of 
the song; “Have 
yourself a merry 
little Christmas. . .”  I immediately 
researched the history of the 
song.    

    Songwriters Hugh Martin and 
Ralph Blaine wrote it for Judy 
Garland's 1944 movie, Meet Me 

in St. Louis.  

    Martin shared that after writing 
the song and playing it for a few 
times, he threw it in the 
wastebasket.  Blaine heard the 
tune, and told Martin it was good.  
They dug through the trash until 
they found it. 

    They spent time rewording the 
song, since the original was too 
depressing.  The original words 
were; “Have yourself a merry 
little Christmas, it may be your 
last.  Next year we may all be 
living in the past.  Faithful friends 
who were dear to us, will be near 
to us no more. . .” 

    It was reworded to become; 
“Have yourself a merry little 
Christmas, let your heart be light.  
From now on your troubles will 
be out of sight. . .” 

    The song that was in the trash 
became a symbol of hope in a 
time of war.  This song and this 
Christmas season teaches us 
that treasures are often found in 
unlikely places.  After all, Jesus 
was born in a filthy place with 
smelly animals, yet He is the 
most precious gift of all! 
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