•

Harvey Rice, health

•

Violet Larry, health

•

Tracey Price, health

•

Elijah Joshua, health

•

DoraMay Ortiz (friend of Stowe
family), health

No one claimed the $1
from last week’s loop.
The word JOY
was in the loop

19 times
Next opportunity: Feb. 2nd.

It’s Sabbath morning, and you may be laying in bed thinking, Why bother going to church today? What will
I get out of spending two hours sitting in a pew? I’m tired from a long week, wouldn’t God understand if I
just stayed in bed and took it easy? I could help someone in need later today . . .
While helping those in need, connecting with people and resting are all necessary things, we should not
prioritize them above God himself. God alone is preeminent (Colossians 1:18). These activities should flow
from life-giving connections with Christ and his people. So why go to church?
To remind each other who and whose we are. In a world offering a multiplicity of viewpoints, there is
one place that people can find truth. The church is a lighthouse in an ethical fog (Matthew 5:14-16). We
gather with other saints for discipleship, and then are scattered as salt and light in the world as missionaries
where we dwell (Matthew 5:13-16; 28:18-20).
To remind us that temporal trials we face will have a joyful end. In Ecclesiastes 7:1-2 we are
reminded of our own fragility: we will all die, and it could be sooner than we expect. We are encouraged to
live purposefully and with integrity and to maximize our brief time on earth (Psalm 90:12; Ephesians 5:16).
For Christians, our best life is yet to come (Psalm 16:11).
To encourage growth and fight stagnation. I am blind to my own blindness, and I need the perspective
of others who are further along the road to Christ-likeness than I am. We are prone to minimize our own
faults and focus on others’ (Matthew 7:3-5). A close-knit church community lovingly urges us toward
maturity (Ephesians 4:13-24; John 8:31-32).
To spend time with family. The church isn’t primarily a building or a set of programs or strategies. It’s a
family, with spiritual father and sons, mothers and daughters. It’s a body whose neediest members find help
(Acts 2:42-47; Acts 6:1-6; 1 Timothy 5:9-16), whose generous ones cheerfully contribute. In this family, each
member’s participation and gifts are essential for the whole body to thrive
(Romans 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:11-16).
To remind us of our living hope. A church family that is pressing into
Jesus’ mission is forced to trust God for his presence, power, and
provision (Matthew 28:18-20). The church gathers as a
reminder that we can only experience fruitful mission when we
are tethered to and drawing sustenance from the true vine (John
15). His word is our daily bread.
As many reasons that you might have
not to go to church, there are even
more reasons to trust God, commit,
and go every week.
by Tiffany Johnson (abridged), desiringGod.com
CONTACT THE SHARON COMMUNICATION TEAM at office@sharonchurch.comcastbiz.net or 503.287.7649
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This week we begin to acknowledge the sacrifice of Rev Martin Luther King Jr. for his role in the civil rights
movement. It is sad that the struggle for equality and fairness both in society and the church still exist. There
are many people who argue that racism and prejudice is a thing of the past. Many wear “rose colored glasses” and find
excuses for injustices and remain laissez-faire to the issues.
The fact is that as a black man, I have a plethora of experiences that serve as evidence that hate, bigotry, and
racism is still alive. We have a responsibility to challenge individuals and institutions with prejudicial biases and racist
ideologies and stereotypes.
One of those moments came while enrolling for school. The argument became heated between administration and
my mother. They insisted that I was out of their district and only students in the immediate area could attend because
of policy. I would be the only black student at that school, and they graciously recommended us elsewhere. There was
just one problem! We recently moved and I was within walking distance to the school. After looking at our new
address the look of horror emerged on their faces, a teacher blurted out, “How are you able to reside there? Can you
afford there?
A hush entered the room as they anticipated our response and she sheepishly bowed her head.
To be continued . . .

M A R K YO U R CA L E N DA R

J AN U ARY

F E B R U ARY

13

Elder’s Meeting 10:30am

14
14

Bible Study 12pm
PAES No School—Teacher In-service

26 Sabbath School/Divine Worship 9:45am
26 Community Service Food Pantry 2pm
26 Bible Study 2pm

15
16

PAES No School—Teacher In-Service
Mid-week Study 7pm

26 Dimitra Weinstein Baby Shower 6pm
28 Bible Study 12pm

16

PAA 2:20pm Dismissal

1 First Friday—Adventist Med Cntr 7:15pm

17 PAA 12pm Dismissal
17 Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm

1 WWU Black History Celebration Weekend

18
19
19

PAA 12pm Dismissal
Sabbath School 9:45am
Divine Worship—MLK Sabbath 11am

1 PAES 12:30pm Dismissal
2 Sabbath School/Divine Worship 9:45am
3 Super Bowl

19

Community Service Food Pantry 2pm

20

Church Board Meeting 10:30am

4 Bible Study 12pm
6 Mid-week Study 7pm

21
21

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
PAA/PAES No School—MLK Jr Day
Mid-week Study 7pm

23

1 National Freedom Day

9 Sabbath School/Divine Worship 9:45am
9 Bible Study 2pm
10 Elder’s Meeting 10:30am

Items that appear in red are at partner locations, additional information on Sharon church bulletin board.

